
 ER Pool Rescue Champs 2024 - Match Report
Over the weekend ,  Kaiaponi  Waikanae took 13  k ids aged 10
to 15  years  to the Eastern Pool  Rescue Champs at  the Kiwa
Pools .  “This  was the largest  team we've f ie lded for  many
years and the whole team absolute ly  swam their  socks of f
a l l  weekend!  Clubs f rom Hawke ’s  Bay to Auckland at tended
and the standard of  swimming was very high so i t  was
real ly  p leasing to see our k ids up there bat t l ing with the
best  for  medals .  They ’ve worked real ly  hard over  the last  15
weeks bui ld ing up to the event  and i t  showed on the day ,  I
was rea l ly  proud of  them al l ! ”  coach Edan Wi lson
commented.

The youngest  team members ,  Ni la  Green ,  Emmie F i tzharr is
Stevens ,  Emma Webb and Tylar  Dear  were the f i rs t  on the
podium with a  bronze in the u12  obstac le  re lay ,  fo l lowed by
another  bronze in the u12  Br ick Relay .  Ty lar  then had an
outstanding second day bagging gold in the u11  Br ick Carry
and Rescue Medley Races ,  a  s i lver  in the 50m swim with
f ins and then c la imed gold for  the top overa l l  u11  female
swimmer .  Emmie F i tzharr is  Stevens swam an awesome 50m
with f ins to grab the s i lver  in a  rea l ly  fast  f in ish .  B lake
Thompson was a tota l  rockstar  in the u12  boys races ,
bat t l ing i t  out  to make some great  improvements f rom the
last  comp.



In  the u14  age group ,  the composi te  team with Jos ie Keast
and Jade Hopper came away with two bronze medals  in the
obstac le re lay and the Br ick Relay races and the u14  mixed
team of  Tessa Webb ,  P ippa Holden ,  Aengus Bet t r idge and
Lucas Thompson showed fantast ic  improvement and swam
some gutsy races in what  was arguably the hottest  age
group!

The u17 gir ls  composi te  team with Cla i re Hopper took
bronze medals  in the Obstac le Relay and the Manikin Relay
then went  one bet ter  in the Medley Relay to take the s i lver .  

Bradley Douglas showed outstanding form over the whole
event  c la iming bronze in the 100m manikin tow and the
manikin carry ,  s i lver  in the Rescue Medley and then being
awarded the 3rd overa l l  swimmer for  his  age group.  

B ig thanks to a l l  our  parent  helpers  for  the support  over
winter  and at  th event  and to organiser  Sonia Keepa and
her team of  helpers  for  put t ing on such a wel l  organised ,
high ca l ibre event  for  our  region!
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