
What an epic fortnight we’ve had
to kick off  the season! The sun
has been shining,  the beach is
looking beautiful  and Huey has
even sent us some waves to play
in!  

I t ’s  been great to see our
Nippers famil ies back on the
beach and to meet so many new
members who have signed up
for a season of surf  fun.  A big
thank you to our awesome
volunteer coaches who are
leading the levels again this
season and welcome back to
Waikanae member,  Samantha
Jennings who is leading our Pipis
group of 4 and 5 year olds this
summer,  great to have you back
Sammy!

Kaiaponi
Waikanae SLSC

All  our athlete teams are training
hard for the season ahead. The
seniors,  under the watchful  eye of
Arna Majstrovic and Emily Gi l l ies,
are a small  but highly enthusiastic
group who are real ly looking
forward to school exams f inishing
to get stuck into regular sessions.  

The Oceans crew, lead this year by
the legend Max Neustroski ,  are
frothing as usual  and have been
joined by some younger members
moving up through the ranks.  The
IRB Race teams are looking
forward to their  f irst  race day this
weekend, the Eastern Region
Champs at Papamoa SLSC. Coach
Connor is  at  the helm of this team
again this year and wil l  be taking a
race cl inic for al l  c lubs before
racing starts.
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The Oceans kids and a
couple of the seniors had a
blast at  their  f irst  race
practice of the season on
Tuesday.  

The Twil ight session was the
first  of  a series of three
planned for the coming
weeks,  was hosted by
Midway and supported by
local  business,  Qube. I t  was
a great fun evening and an
awesome introduction to
racing for our young f irst
t imers.  Well  done team, so
much to be proud of!

We’re gett ing very excited for our Black Fins contingent!  Briana Irving,
Seven Mapu and Arna Majstrovic (coach) head into their  pre-event
camp this weekend, leading up to four days of racing against the
worlds very best,  start ing on Thursday at Mount Maunganui.  We hope
to bring you lots of  updates and results as racing progresses so keep
an eye on the Facebook and Insta pages.  

Good luck Bri ,  Sev and Arna,  we’re super proud of you and wil l  be
cheering you on al l  week!  

A big thank you to our Patrol  Captains -  Ana Naden, Eric Clearwater,
Andrew Shelton,  Krist ina Wil l iams, Rodney Richards,  Rama Robertson,  
Calum Wilson and their  Vice Captains for stepping up to lead their
teams -  bloody legends!  



We welcomed six new Lifeguards to the crew a couple of weeks ago.
Thanks to the di l igence of Ana Naden and Andrew Shelton with the

help of Sierra Blumfield and Mitch Mitchel l ,  our candidates were
well  prepared and al l  passed the r igorous theory and practical

exams to earn the red and yel low uniform and take their  place in
our patrol  teams (for some it  was the very next day!)

Congratulations Pippa Holden, Jade Hopper,  Tessa Webb, Lucas
Thompson, Aengus Bettr idge and Archie MacAlister on stepping up
to this worthwhile and much appreciated service to your
community!

In addit ion to our Lifeguard candidates smashing their  exams, our
members are taking the opportunity to upski l l  elsewhere too,  we

have refreshed First  Aiders and Advanced First  Aiders,  Trainee IRB
drivers who’ve passed their  theory and are wait ing for enough surf
to sit  their  practical  exam, a big group of guards signed up to take

their  Crewpersons award and an Off ic ials Course coming up that
we’re looking to send an awesome group of parents to.  

It ’s  fair to say that Kaiaponi Waikanae
clubbies are, stepping up, succeeding and

are doing us proud!



22nd Nov -  Eastern IRB Champs -  Papamoa

27  November -  International  Surf  Rescue Chal lenge -  Mount Maunganuit h

2  December -  Twil ight Race series #2 -  Midwayn d

15  December -  Regional  Guard begins,  beaches patrol led through the weekt h

18  December -  WAIKANE JUNIOR CARNIVAL -  Nippers age groupt h

21  December -  CHRISTMAS NIPPERS!s t

28  and 4  December -  No Nippers,  Christmas breakt h t h

18  January -  Gisborne Junior Carnival  -  Midwayt h

23  January -  Regional  Guard Patrol  endr d

23  -  25  January -  ERCs SENIORS -  Mount Maunganuir d t h

31  Jan-1  Feb -  ERCs JUNIORS -  Midway and IRB North Is lands -  Paekakarikis t s t

6  -  8  February -  Champ of the Bays /  Gizzy Seniors /  Coastal  Chal lenge ( jnrs)t h t h

19  -  22  February -  OCEANS JUNIOR FESTIVAL -  Mount Maunganuit h n d

5  -  8  March -  AON SENIOR NATIONALS -  Ohope Beacht h t h

15  March -  F inal  Volunteer Patrolt h

27  -  29  BP IRB NATIONALS -  Waikanae (HOME BEACH -  woohoo!)t h t h

A scorcher of a season ahead!!

What’s Coming Up?


