
After what was a fantastic start  to
the surf  season, we hope your
festive hol idays were amazing,  ful l
of  great t imes with great people!

We f inished off  the 2025 junior surf
year with our annual Junior Carnival ,
held on our home beach. We were
stoked to see record numbers of
Waikanae kids there,  wel l  50 of you
guys giving it  heaps and having
loads of fun.  The weather was
perfect and, with so many awesome
parent helpers,  the whole event was
great fun!  We fol lowed this up with
the Christmas Nippers Sunday
session with a vis it  from Santa in his
VERY cool method of transport!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL
AND YOUR FAMILIES!

Meanwhile,  the IRB Race Team had
their  f irst  hit  out at  the Eastern
Champs in Papamoa. The three
teams had an outstanding day,
coming away with a swag of
medals,  t i t les and the overal l  Top
Eastern Club t it le!  Thank you to
coach, Connor Mitchel l ,  for putt ing
on a race cl inic for al l  c lubs
beforehand, heaps of learning and
sharing of knowledge there.



Then the rain came!!  I t  was gutt ing to see our beach hit  so hard again
with branches,  logs and a bank of debris stretching from the cut to
well  past Midway.   Condit ions l ike this can be stressful  for our Patrol
teams, extra vigi lance and thinking outside the box is  required so a
big thank you to al l  the volunteer and regional  Lifeguards who kept
patrol l ing the beaches over the Christmas and New Year hols even
through yuk weather,  uncertain condit ions and water qual ity issues.
You guys are legends and your t ime and efforts don’t  go
unappreciated!  Thank you also to the contractors who are,  as I  type,
continuing the massive clean up effort .  Our beach is  already looking
almost back to normal again!

Onwards and upwards though!
With our coaches pul l ing out al l
the stops to avoid cancel l ing
training,  the crew has trained in
different venues over the last few
weeks and have al l  kept up the
mahi to prepare fort  he many
comps coming up. We have a very
busy few weeks ahead for al l
crews.. . juniors,  seniors,  IRBs and
masters wi l l  al l  be racing al l  over
the country.

We’ve also enjoyed our f irst  ‘Club
Night ’  of  the season! Lot ’s  of
racing for al l  age groups to hone
the ski l ls ,  have some fun and
enjoy some fr iendly club r ivalry!
The next Club Night is  this week -
the 16  Jan -  so come along and
either get involved or enjoy
watching from the sidel ines.

t h



16  January -  Club Night #2 -  Waikanae Beach, al l  welcomet h

18  January -  Gisborne Junior Carnival  -  Midwayt h

23  January -  Regional  Guard Patrol  endr d

23  -  25  January -  ERCs SENIORS -  Mount Maunganuir d t h

31  Jan-1  Feb -  ERCs JUNIORS -  Midway and IRB North Is lands -  Paekakarikis t s t

6  -  8  February -  Champ of the Bays /  Gizzy Seniors /  Coastal  Chal lenge ( jnrs)t h t h

19  -  22  February -  OCEANS JUNIOR FESTIVAL -  Mount Maunganuit h n d

5  -  8  March -  AON SENIOR NATIONALS -  Ohope Beacht h t h

15  March -  F inal  Volunteer Patrolt h

27  -  29  BP IRB NATIONALS -  Waikanae (HOME BEACH -  woohoo!)t h t h

Swimming, paddling,  running,  zooming into 2026!!

What’s Coming Up?

Good luck to the groms racing at the Junior Carnival  this weekend, make sure you
chuck on your blue and yel low and come and support them! The fol lowing week
we’ l l  be heading off  to The Mount with the seniors before trekking off  to
Taranaki  with the IRB teams.. .busy weeks ahead!

Whatever you’re doing on or around the water this summer,  make smart choices
and stay safe!

SEE YOU ON THE BEACH SOON!


