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Events catch up...

The Eastern Region Junior Champs event, held a couple of weeks ago,
was the perfect conditions for our Waikanae ocean athletes to
challenge themselves. Waves, long runs and great competition. Our
athletes demonstrated huge grit, determination and resilience, which
we are most proud of. Coaches Arna Majstrovic and Emily Gillies were
delighted with the youngsters. Arna said "their confidence over the
season has sky rocketed and just proves that they have a long way to
go with a lot of talent. For our small but mighty crew, we performed
outstandingly, finishing on the podium 11 times individually"

Results:

Aurelia Ryan (U14 female)- 3rd board race, sprint 2nd.

Tylar Dear (U12 female)- 2nd Surf race and Run swim run, 3rd Diamond.
Tyson Puddick (U1l male)- 1st Diamond and Beach flags, 2nd Board race
and Sprint. Winner of overall ull age group

Kosta Damiris (U1l male)- 2nd Beach Flags

Elle Rye (U1l female)- 2nd Beach Flags

As a whole team, everyone reached goals and put skills they have
practiced into racing. We are looking forward to Oceans Junior Festival
of Surf, now in Papamoa, and for what these young ones can do in the
coming years!




On the opposite side of the country, a wild and windy West coast
weekend delivered some fantastic results for our Kaiaponi
Waikanae IRB Race Team. The BP IRB North Island Champs was held
at Paekakariki with clubs travelling from all over the country. Four
Kaiaponi Waikanae teams attended the event with Connor Mitchell
(IRB Race coach) and OIli Shivhan contesting the Open division,
Rodney Richards and Eric Clearwater racing in the Masters division,
Hamish Swann and Taran Wilson in the u23 division and debuting in
the ul9 division with patients Michaela Clearwater, Mitch Mitchell,
Aengus Bettridge and Lucas Thompson.

In a small but highly skilled Open division, Connor and OIli were
dominant, winning gold in the Tube Rescue and Assembly Rescue
with Lucas as patient, gold in the Single Rescue with Aengus as
patient and silver in the Mass Rescue with Aengus and Hamish as
patients. They then teamed with Hamish, Taran and patient
Michaela to take gold in the super fast, exhilarating Open Teams
Race. With fewer teams in the Open and Masters sections, the
decision was made to run a round robin system with points across
all three rounds deciding the placings, meaning a lot of races for
teams with little margin for error.

Rodney, Eric and patient Mitch battled hard in the Masters races,
lodging some creditable performances in really tough, choppy
conditions. While they were unlucky to come away without a

podium finish, they continue to improve and look forward to racing
again at Nationals
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Having had a stellar season in ul9s last year, Hamish and Taran
moved up into the u23s this season and were hoping to gather
experience and race practice against much older and more
experienced competitors. However, the combination raced well and
demonstrated their skill in the largest division to come away with
silver medals in the Mass Rescue with patients Michaela and Oli
and Assembly Rescue with Michaela along with the gold in the
teams event with the Open crew.

As absolute first timers in IRB sport, Felix and Ashar shook off the
nerves to post some promising performances. Repecharge races
allowed extra opportunities for them to practice their skills and
get a feel for the different events. The boys raced with heart all
weekend and were stoked to make the final of the Tube Rescue
event with patient Aengus.

A big thank you to the SLSNZ team and the Paekakariki SLSC for
putting on such a great event, to our boat handlers and to the
awesome family support over the weekend!

We're now all very excited to be hosting the IRB National Champs
on our home beach at the end of March. IRB sport is an amazing
and exhilarating spectator sport and we're looking forward to
showcasing the skill, speed and agility of our crews in these
amazing rescue vessels. Skills that are invaluable in the Volunteer
Lifeguard, Regional Guard and Search and Rescue spaces.










