Kaiaponi
Waikanae SLSC

March 2026

AON Seniors/Masters Nationals 2026

From day one at Ohope Beach our athlete crew were firing on all cylinders
and loving every minute!

Our Masters absolutely smashed their races on day one with every single
one of them coming home with medals!

Joy Cairns - silver sprints, bronze flags

Mitch Mitchell - 4" board, ski and Iron, 3" surf, 5" board relay

Arna Majstrovic - silver sprints and flags, board gold, 5" board relay
Emily Gillies - bronze ski and iron, 4" board, 5" board relay

Joe Williams - silver flags and sprints, gold board, 4™ ski, silver ski relay,
bronze taplin relay, silver ski relay

Gerald Holden - 7" sprints, 8" ski, 9'" surf, silver ski relay

Sam Phillips - 9'" board, bronze Taplin relay

Matt Cairns - silver flags and flags, 7'" sprints and Iron, silver ski relay,
bronze Taplin relay

There were some sore muscles at the after party but big smiles and a well
deserved sense of achievement after a stunning day. Three seniors also
kicked off their campaigns on day 1 with the brutal 2km Beach Race. Both
Pippa and Max put in awesome efforts taking 12th and 10th respectively
in big fields. Then Pippa joined Georgie and fab Wainui athletes Klara and
Betsy as a composite team for an outstanding 5th in the u17 beach relay!
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Day 2 saw the official kick off of Senior racing and Head Coach Arna
Majstrovic had this to say of her predominantly young crew...

“I'm extremely proud of the efforts of the Waikanae crew. It was a
huge step up going to nationals with no other major events such as

ERCs for athletes to test themselves. The conditions were perfect and
their skills and fitness were 100% put on the line. Some stand out
performances were Max Latu, placing 4th in the u17 run swim run,
Clancy Ryan placing 6th in the u15 diamond and Georgia Beaufoy
placing 4th in the u19 beach sprints. It was also exciting when our
boys made the u17 taplin final placing 12th".

“Our club is slowly gaining momentum with lots of positives coming
away from Nationals weekend. The culture of our club is something we
are most proud of and can’t wait for what'’s to come next season”




Results . ..

Pippa Holden - 12" 2km beach, boards heat, 14" Diamond
semi, 18" RSR final, 37" Surf final 5" sprint relay final!

Jade Hopper - Ski race quarter finals, 33" surf race final

Georgie Beaufoy - 4™ u19 sprints, 5" u17 sprints, 5" sprint relay

Clancy Ryan - 11" board semi, 6'" Diamond final, 13'" RSR final, 8"
ski final, 12" taplin relay final

Zach Ferkins - 9" ski semi

Max Latu - 10" 2km beach run, 11" board quarters, 4" RSR final,
12" surf race final, 12th taplin relay

Bradley Douglas - 13'™" ski quarters, 41° surf race final, 12th taplin
relay

While we , as a club, continue to focus on this growth phase, we're
really happy to acknowledge the <consistent development and
improvement in club culture amongst our senior athletes. Our whole
team supported each other and put their best performances out
there, representing their families and their club with absolute heart
and pride. Highly successful and loyal Waikanae athletes, Briana and
Seven, were very much missed on the beach this year due to injury
and health reasons but it's been inspiring to see how they've stayed
connected o the club, eveniwhen racing wasn’'t an option fop*them
this season. We look forward to developing this culture further over
the winter into next season and, with the addition of some super cool
characters moving up from juniors, are excited to look ahead to
Nationals in Christchurch next year!
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