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2026 BP IRB Nationals

348 athletes!

120 teams from New Zealand and Australia!

4 different age divisions!

3 days of super fast racing! 



What an incredible few days
we had at the the IRB
Nationals,  here on home
beach! After a bit of a damp
start,  Gizzy turned on it 's
absolute best with beautiful
weather and a decent bit of
surf running. The countries
best teams made the trip to
contest the National Titles up
for grabs.

There were some injury
disappointments prior to the
start with Oli  injuring his hand
and Hamish dislocating his
shoulder which cut out the
previously succesful combos of
Connor/Oli  in the opensd and
Hamish/Taran in the u23s. But,
with some rearranging and
hasty replacement plans
(thanks Foxton SLSC for letting
us pinch Callum McKenzie for a
few days!)  our teams put it  all
out there and came away with
performances to be proud of.  



Felix and Ashar,  f inishing their
first year as a team, continued
the learning and improving by
making semis.  These boys have
put in some good mahi over the
season to start from absolute
scratch in December. Keep the
hard work going over winter
boys and the finals will  come! 

Our two Masters teams Rodney and Eric and Matt and Joe raced so
hard in finals,  and came so so close to the podium with Rodney
and Eric coming a ‘photo-finish close’  4  in the Single Rescue
doing themselves and their families proud and winning valuable
points for the club tally!  
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After taking Silvers in the
Mass Rescue and Tube
Rescues events,  Harry,
Travis and patient
Aengus finally snagged
that Gold medal in the
insanely fast Single
Rescue! 

Connor and Callum pushed
hard all  weekend and did so
well  considering they’d never
raced together!  

They cracked some finals and
then rounded off their
campaign teaming with Harry,
Travis and patient Lucas to
claim the bronze in the Open
Teams Event!

Thanks for joining us Callum,
you’re welcome back anytime!



The all  important patients Michaela,  Aengus, Lucas, Max and
Taran were outstanding all  weekend, stepping up in their
roles and taking care of business 



We were so proud to host this fantastic event here in Gizzy and want to
thank everyone involved for helping make it  such a success. . . from al l  the
athletes,  famil ies,  managers,  handlers,  F irst  Aiders,  work party,  bar crew,
BBQ team and helpers to SLSNZ staff  and local  suppliers.  We hope to get
this event back here in a few short years and you guys al l  worked hard to
make this a real  possibi l i ty!  Thank you legends!

Thanks to the cleaning efforts of  GHL/GDC col lab the beach looked
amazing and we had so many awesome comments from visitors.

Congratulations to our whole team, wel l  done, your club is  super proud
of you al l

The weekend's results were topped off  with Harry,  Travis and
patient Aengus taking home the trophy for top Open male team ( in
their  f irst  year in Opens!)  and the club coming FOURTH overal l  in
NZ!!  A fantastic result  for such a small  crew!
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