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2026 Awards Night

We had a wonderful evening on Saturday,
celebrating the 2025/26 season,
acknowledging the whole team effort and
recognising those who went above and
beyond to make the season a bloody good
one! 



The night kicked off  with a welcome from club President Liz
Thompson who thanked everyone for there efforts over the summer
and noted how lovely i t  was to see so many generations of c lubbies
present.  Then Emily Gi l l ies took the mic to congratulate the Ocean’s
Crew on another great year of growth and development.  She thanked
Max Neustroski  for his awesome coaching through the season, spoke
about the fantastic camp that creates such a great environment for
our groms to bui ld confidence,  grow as humans and strengthen those
friendship bonds.  

Most improved junior male Kosta Damiris 
Most improved junior female Aurelia Ryan + Josie Keast
Top Junior male Tyson Puddick 
Top Junior female Tylar Dear 

Emily also acknowledged the awesome commitment and ongoing help
and support fromt he famil ies.  I t  takes a lot  of  dedication to support
these kids through the season and we’re so lucky to have such a
wonderful ,  committed,  passionate team of parents who are the
backbone of the crew!

We’re excited to watch this crew develop over the next couple of
years,  we’ve got a sol id team of young clubbies with more looking to
join the ranks next year.  Our Ocean’s Squad wil l  one day be our Senior
Squad and we’re excited to be watching their  journey!



Next up to the mic was Brent Mitchel l  who kindly del ivered Cnnor’s
speech on the IRB Race season. Connor has just jetted off  to Europe
to do some travel l ing,  hope you and Li ly  are having fun mate!  Brent
highl ighted the continued growth of this outstanding team, noting
the succes at Eastern Region Champs, winning the Top Club award.
The team then backed up that succes at North Is land Champs,
returning home with a swag of medals and a whole heap of learning
for our younger team. Nationals at  home was an absolute highl ight
for us al l .  Marred by some injuries that scuppered our open and u23
men’s team, they were stoked to have Cal lum McKenzie jump into
the crewman’s spot to help the open men’s team out,  special  thanks
to him for transferring last minute. . .we didn’t  want to give him
back! !

Connor sent congratulations to the Open team of Harry,  Travis and
Aengus on their  succes at Nats,  f inishing up winning the Top Open
Male Team for the event,  an outstanding result  for a team who l ive
in different countries,  rarely get chance to trainin together and
haven’t  raced for a couple of years! !

He also sent thanks to the massive club support for staging one of
the best Nationals on our home beach and to the handlers for al l
their  support at  events over the season.

Kemp Trophy for Top Contribution to IRB Racing -  Eric
Clearwater
Top IRB Race Team - Harry Allan, Travis Mitchell ,  Aengus
Bettridge



After a del ic ious dinner from Black Fig Catering (thanks guys!)  the mic
was passed to Ana Naden  to acknowledge the Lifeguarding season. A
huge thank you to our incredible team of guards for such great mahi
over the summer,  amassing a record number of hours this year.  A
grand total  of  2814.25 hours were recorded by our guards,  the most
since records began 21 years ago!

We are lucky to have such a dedicated team, lead by Patrol  Captains
Ana Naden, Eric Clearwater,  Andrew Shelton,  Krist ina Wil l iams,
Rodney Richards,  Rama Robertson and Calum Wilson. Thank you guys
for continuing to be such rock stars! !

Patrol Captain -  Eric Clearwater,  Captain of Patrol team B 
Jarvis Cup -  Tessa Webb 
Lifeguard of the year -  Andrew Shelton 

The Jarvis Trophy is  presented each year to a young Lifeguard with a
passion for supporting and encouraging other members,  being
rel iable and committed to the Surf  Lifesaving movement and bringing
value to the Lifeguarding team. This year,  one person has stood out
with their  di l igence,  communication and empathy.  In part icular,  this
person stood out as part of  the Holiday Program coaching team and
was often spotted being the pied piper on the beach at events with a
team of nippers and sibl ings tagging along behind them. This person
has displayed great rel iabi l i ty as wel l  as compassion and leadership
to younger members.  Congratulations Tessa Webb!

Congratulations to Eric and Andrew who won Patrol Captain and
Lifeguard of the year respectively.  We’re very fortunate to have
such dedicated members will ing to dedicate so much time and
passion to the SLS movement!



Arna Majstrovic took the mic next to report on our small  but mighty
Senior and Masters teams. With the unfortunate events at The Mount
leading to Easterns being cancel led,  the events were a bit  more
l imited for the senior crew this season. However,  the training and
effort  pushed on and we enjoyed watching the team race so wel l  at
Champion of the Bays,  earning some fantastic results!  We real ly
missed our speedsters,  Bri  and Seven this summer,  both out with
injury but both recovering wel l  and champing at the bit  for next
summer.  

Nationals was notable for our amazing culture,  supportive
environment and team spir it  that was evident on the beach al l
weekend, r ight through from Masters to the last day of Senior racing.  

As we push on towards the Pool Rescue season we wil l  be driving the
good vibes and great culture and the results wi l l  fol low!

Arna ended her speech with some powerful  words. . .

"E kitea ai  ngā taonga o te moana me maku koe" 

To see the treasures of the ocean, you must get wet.  

Meaning, you must be will ing to take risks and work hard to
achieve success or gain rewards. 

Find your hard, push harder and then success will  be there
consistently.



 Senior Sports Award Recipients:

Most improved senior male Max Latu 
    
Most improved senior female Pippa Holden  
      
U15 male Clancy Ryan     

U15 female Pippa Holden    

U17 male Max Latu     

U17 female Georgie Beaufoy   

Open male Zach Ferkins     

Open female Briana Irving     

Masters Male Joe Will iams     

Masters Female Arna Majstrovic    

Top Sports Team Open IRB team Harry, Travis,  Aengus
  
Hutchings Sporting Excellence Max Latu     

Emerging official  Storm Baynes Ryan    

Official  of the year Eric Clearwater    

Emerging coach Joe Will iams     

Coach Arna Majstrovic    

   CONGRATULATIONS ALL OF YOU!!

   



Congratulation to all  award winners
and to the whole senior/masters
athlete team! 

Roll  on the Pool Rescue season!



Finally,  we got to find out who the KAIAPONI
WAIKANAE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR recipient
was going to be! 

This years ’  recipient is  someone who embodies the
meaning of being a volunteer.  He steps up in every
thinkable way across al l  areas of the club from
Lifeguarding to plumbing,  being a Patrol  Captain to
being an athlete,  from Instructing to coaching and
even donning the red outf it  to be our ‘Santa’  at
Christmas events!  

Congratulations and a big round of applause to
the legend, Eric Clearwater,  Volunteer of the

Year 2026!!



A f inal  thank you to our amazing sponsors,  
Kaiaponi Fruit Farms  

Represented on the night by Sophie,  Dave and Jules.
We simply couldn’t  do what we do in our community

without your support so a big heartfelt  thank you
from us al l  for having our backs so that we can have

the community ’s  backs!

Our gratitude goes out to our sponsors:
Kaiaponi Fruit Farms
Ray White Gisborne Real Estate
Body in Motion Physiotherapists
Sean Shivnan Pharmacy
Krystal Kleen Cleaners
Walter Findlay Bakers
Village Butcher

Thank you to our main grant funders:
NZCT
Grassroots Trust Central
Mangatawa Beale Will iams Memorial Trust
ECCT
MAZDA Foundation
J.  T.  Hickey 
Kiwi Gaming Foundation
TAB/BOBBY Foundation
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